TOWN OF BERLIN
108 Shed Rd
Berlin, VT 05602
802-229-9298
townclerk@berlinvt.qov

~ November 14, 2022
Dear Secretary of State/VSARA,

Please see the enclosed documentation regarding the Town of Berlin's proposed
charter change. The documentation includes the charter proposal as filed by the town clerk,
copies of the warnings and public notices of hearings, minutes from each public hearing,
warnings for the election to vote on the charter proposal, and copies of the ballot and results
of the vote in regards to the proposed charter change. Please let me know if you need any
additional documentation. ’

Thanks in advance,

Rachel Giroux
Berlin Town Clerk




TOWN OF BERLIN, VERMONT
Washington County

Selectboard: Municipal Offices

Brad Towne, Chair 108 Shed Road

Florence Smith, Vice Chair Berlin, Vermont 05602
Carl Parton, Secretary Telephone: 802-223-4405
Joe Staab Fax: 802-229-9530

C. David Sawyer

Vince Conti
Town Administrator

WARNING
TOWN OF BERLIN First PUBLIC HEARING
September 1, 2022

The legal voters of the Town of Berlin are hereby warned and notified to
meet in the Berlin Town Office in said Town on September 1, 2022,
at 6p.m. to discuss and be informed of the following business related to proposed
Town Charter Changes:

6:00 Meeting-Call to Order

6:01 Addition or Changes to Agenda

6:02 Public Comment

6:05 Article 1: Local Option Tax

On page 2 addition of paragraphs as follows:

(d) Upon resolution of the selectboard, or upon receipt of a petition signed by five
percent of the registered voters of the town, at an annual or special meeting warned for
the purpose, the voters of the town may vote, by a majority of those present and voting, to
assess any or all of the following:

(1) A one percent sales tax

(2) A one percent rooms tax

(3) A one percent meals and alcohol beverage tax

(d2) A tax imposed under the authority of this section shall be collected and administered
by the department of taxes in accordance with 24 VSA section 138.

(d3) Revenues received through the imposition of a tax imposed under this section shall
be designated for capital projects within the town.




6:20 Article 2: Elected to Appointed Clerk
Under Subchapter 4 section 4-2 Elected Officers:
Item (2) Town Clerk, Removal of “a Town Clerk, for a term of three years”
Under Subchapter 4 section 4-4 Appointed Officers:
Section (b) addition of item (5) Town Clerk

6:35 Article 3: Addition of personal property/Inventory taxation waiver.
Under Subchapter 7 section 7-3 addition of:
Penalty for Delinquent Installments add following and Personal
Property/Inventory taxation.

Add paragraph (¢) When the total assessed value of personal property/inventory
taxation is equal to or less than $1650.00, the Town Treasurer may, after approval
of the Selectboard, waive the personal property/inventory taxation.

6:50 Round Table
7:00 Adjourn
Times are advisory only

Topic: Special Meeting for Charter Change
Time: Sep 1, 2022, 06:00 PM Eastern Time (US and Canada)

Join Zoom Meeting
https:/us02web.zoom.us/j/876151381462pwd=QIU5a2V6Qngzd TQ2QUx VMHBzMkEFx
7709

Meeting ID: 876 1513 8146
Passcode: 826050

One tap mobile
+16465588656,,87615138146#,,,,%826050# US (New York)
+16469313860,,87615138146#,,,,¥826050# US

Dial by your location
+1 646 558 8656 US (New York)
+1 646 931 3860 US ‘




Town of Berlin
Municipal Office Building
108 Shed Road
Berlin, VT 05602

First Public Hearing

Thursday, September 1, 2022
6:00 PM

Selectboard Members: Brad Towne, Chair; Flo Smith; Joe Staab; C. David Sawyer; Carl Parton. Present:

Brad Towne, Chair; Flo Smith; Joe Staab; Vince Conti, Town Administrator, Ture Nelson; Janet
Richardson; Susan Rich; and Frank and Louise Mier. Not Present: David Sawyer and Carl Parton,

APPROVED MINUTES

Berlin Selectboérd meetings are recorded and available at ORCA Media for public review:
https://www.orcamedia.net/series/berlin-selectboard

Meeting Call to Order

Chair Towne called the meeting to order at 6:00pm.

Additions or Changes to the Agenda

None
Public Comment

None

Hearing on Charter Change
Vince Read the charter change in regard to the 1% local optxons tax. This was as follows: On page 2

addition of paragraphs as follows: (d) Upon resolution of the selectboard, or upon receipt of a
petition signed by five percent of the registered voters of the town, at an annual or special meeting
warned for the purpose, the voters of the town may vote, by a majority of those present and voting,
to assess any or all of the following: ‘

(1) A one percent sales tax

(2) A one percent rooms tax

(3) A one percent meals and alcohol beverage tax

(d2) A tax imposed under the authority of this section shall be collected and administered by the
department of taxes in accordance with 24 VSA section 138.

(d3) Revenues received through the imposition of a tax imposed under this section shall be designated
for capital projects within the town.

A community member asked why the town was looking at th1s Chair Towne stated that the town had
capital projects coming up and this local options tax would help support these projects and not have it fall
solely on taxpayers as nonresidents would be paying this as well. Vince shared that we got 134,000 for the
pilot program. If we had the local optlons tax, we would have received over half a million dollars. There
was a concern about businesses going out of business. Flo stated the hope was new businesses would come




into town. Barre and Montpelier have a local options tax. Montpelier has rooms and meals as well as
alcohol, Barre also included merchandise. Berlin has four times the amount of people in town over .-
residents daily. Meals rooms and alcohol would have been $138,868 in 2019. There was discussien on the
new town center. There was discussion on the new housing development and the potential for Starbucks to
move in. Ture Nelson brought up the language in the wording. The revision to the language will be
coming out and Vince is working on that. Ture asked what the projects would be. Chair Towne stated that
the main one would be the Richardson Road project. This project is going to be similar to the Fisher Road
project. There is also equipment coming up such as the loader, trucks, and police cruisers. Vince stated the

. state was looking at doing a one percent local options tax for towns that did not have it and would be placed
in a pool for those towns to use. If the local options tax is in place, then towns could keep that. The town
would get to keep 70% of the local options tax. Berlin staff would not have to manage this, the state
would and would send payment to the town.

Article 2 — Elected to Appointed Town Clerk

Vince read the changes to the article. These were as follows Under Subchapter 4 section 4-2 Elected
Officers: Item (2) Town Clerk, Removal of “a Town Clerk, for a term of three years”

Under Subchapter 4 section 4-4 Appointed Officers: Section (b) addition of item (5) Town Clerk.
Chair Towne stated that community members have asked about this, and the best way to find the answer is
to put it on the ballot. This would be put through the charter change and if it passes then the town could
appoint a town clerk and if it did not then it would be elected. Chair Towne stated that the records were not
computerized. If the records had been computerized there would not have been concern about COVID in
the vault. There were concerns about vault availability and the office being closed on Friday. There was a
question about why the software was not used, there could be multiple reasons why. There was a question
about Diane needing an assistant, The Assistant supports Diane and Vince and has been helping digitize
treasurer records as well as water and sewer billing, The town clerks job description is in state statute. It is
in statute we must have an assistant town clerk. Chair Towne stated that they had an expectation that office
would be open five days a week. Currently the selectboard does not have much say in the town clerks
duties until it is appointed. There was a question about adding the assistant town clerk to the charter
change. Even with the charter change the town clerk would be responsible for appointing the assistant.
Chair Towne stated he would rather have the town clerk hire the assistant than the selectboard. There was
a question about having a town manager system. At the time this came up the selectboard did not see a
need to do this.

Article 3 — Addition of Personal Property Taxation Waiver.

Vince read the Article. These were as follows Under Subchapter 7 section 7-3 addition of:

Penalty for Delinquent Installments add following and Personal Property/Inventory taxation.

Add paragraph (c) When the total assessed value of personal property/inventory taxation is equal to
or less than $1650.00, the Town Treasurer may, after approval of the Selectboard, waive the personal
property/inventory taxation. There was a question about what personal property tax. This is only related
to businesses. This would potentlally exempt the small amounts on personal property taxes.

Flo made the motion to adjourn the meeting, Joe Seconded. Motion Carries.




TOWN OF BERLIN, VERMONT

Washington County

Selectboard: Municipal Offices

Brad Towne, Chair 108 Shed Road

Florence Smith, Vice Chair Berlin, Vermont 05602
Carl Parton, Secretary Telephone: 802-223-4405
Joe Staab Fax: 802-229-9530

C. David Sawyer

Vince Conti
Town Administrator

WARNING
TOWN OF BERLIN Second PUBLIC HEARING
September 8, 2022

The legal voters of the Town of Berlin are hereby warned and notified to
meet in the Berlin Town Office in said Town on September 8, 2022,
at 6p.m. to discuss and be informed of the following business related to proposed
Town Charter Changes:

6:00 Meeting-Call to Order

6:01 Addition or Changes to Agenda

6:02 Public Comment

6:05 Article 1: Local Option Tax

On page 2 addition of paragraphs as follows:

(d) Upon resolution of the selectboard, or upon receipt of a petition signed by five
percent of the registered voters of the town, at an annual or special meeting warned for
the purpose, the voters of the town may vote, by a majority of those present and voting, to
assess any or all of the following:

(1) A one percent sales tax

(2) A one percent rooms tax

(3) A one percent meals and alcohol beverage tax

(d2) A tax imposed under the authority of this section shall be collected and administered
by the department of taxes in accordance with 24 VSA section 138.

(d3) Revenues received through the imposition of a tax imposed under this section shall
be designated for capital projects within the town.




6:20 Article 2: Elected to Appointed Clerk
Under Subchapter 4 section 4-2 Elected Officers:
Item (2) Town Clerk, Removal of “a Town Clerk, for a term of three years”
Under Subchapter 4 section 4-4 Appointed Officers:
Section (b) addition of item (5) Town Clerk

6:35 Article 3: Addition of personal property/Inventory taxation waiver.
Under Subchapter 7 section 7-3 addition of:
Penalty for Delinquent Installments add followmg and Personal
Property/Inventory taxation.

Add paragraph (c) When the total assessed value of personal property/inventory
taxation is equal to or less than $1650.00, the Town Treasurer may, after approval
of the Selectboard, waive the personal property/inventory taxation.

6:50 Round Table
7:00 Adjourn
Times are advisory only

Topic: Second Public Hearing for Charter Change
Time: Sep 8, 2022, 06:00 PM Eastern Time (US and Canada)

Join Zoom Meeting
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/89122736663 7pwd=Yjg2 VXpZYIFHak VPd1FpbCt4dVITUT
09

Meeting ID: 891 2273 6663
Passcode: 752794

One tap mobile
+13126266799,,89122736663#,,,,%752794# US (Chicago)
+16465588656,,89122736663#,,,,*752794# US (New York)

Dial by your location
+1 646 558 8656 US (New York)
+1 646 931 3860 US




Town of Berlin
Municipal Office Building
108 Shed Road
Berlin, VT 05602

Second Public Hearing

Thursday, September 8, 2022
-6:00 PM

Selectboard Members: Brad Towne, Chair; Flo Smith; Joe Staab; C. David Sawyer: Carl Parton. Present:
Flo Smith; Joe Staab; Vince Conti, Town Administrator, - Remote: David Sawyer and Brad Towne. Not
Present; Carl Parton,

Meeting Call to Order

Flo Smith called the meeting to order at 6:00pm.

Additions or Chan es 10 the A enda
=== 0L L hanges to the Agenda

None

Public Comment

None

Hearing on Charter. Change : : :
Vince Read the charter change in regard to the 1% local options tax, The changes are ag follows
On page 2 addition of paragraphs as follows: (d) Upon resolution of the selectboard, or upon receipt
of a petition signed by five percent of the registered voters of the town, at an annual or special
meeting warned for the purpose, the voters of the town may vote, by a majority of those Present and
voting, to assess any or all of the following: :
- (1) A one percent sales tax

(2) A one percent rooms tax

(3) A one percent meals and alcohol beverage tax :

(d2) A tax imposed under the authority of thig section shall be collected and administered by the
department of taxes in accordance with 24 VSA section 138.

(d3) Revenues received through the imposition of a tax imposed under this section shall be designated
for capital projects within the town. There was no discussion. David made a motion to close the
hearing, Joe Seconded. ' '

Article 2 — Elected to Appointed Town Clerk
Vince read the changes to the article, The changes are as follows Under Subchapter 4 section 4-2
Elected Officers:



Article 3 Addition of Personal Propemg Taxation Waiver.

-~ Vince read the Article. The changes were ag follows Under Subchapter 7 section 7-3 addition of:
Penalty for Delinquent Installments adq following anq Personal Property/lnventory taxation, -

Add Paragraph (c) When the total assessed value of personal property/inventorv taxation is equal to or
less than $1650.00, the Town Treasurer may, after approval of the Selectboard, waive the persona|
property/inventory taxation. There Was no discussion, Joe made the motion to close the article, David
Seconded. '

Round Tabje —

Brad reminded o close the hearing with 4 vote. Flo asked for 5 vote, all were in favor,

David made thé motion to adjourp the meeting, Joe Seconded, Motion Carries,



TOWN OF BERLIN, VERMONT
Washington County

Selectboard: Municipal Offices

Brad Towne, Chair 108 Shed Road

Florence Smith, Vice Chair Berlin, Vermont 05602
Carl Parton, Secretary Telephone: 802-223-4405
Joe Staab Fax: 802-229.953¢

C. David Sawyer

Vince Conti
Town Administrator

WARNING
TOWN OF BERLIN Revision Notice to Proposed Charter Change
September 15, 2022

The legal voters of the Town of Berlin are hereby notified
of the following revision related to proposed Town Charter Changes:

Article 1: Local Option Tax
On page 2 addition of (d) paragraph revised to read as follows:

(d) The Town of Berlin Selectboard May assess a one percent sales tax, The Town of

Berlin Selectboard may assess a one percent rooms tax. The Town of Berlin Selectboard

Mmay assess a one percent meals and alcohol tax,

No Other Revisions.
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LEGALS * JOB MARKET « MERCHANDISE »

Town of Duxbury

The Town of Duxbury is seeking bids for the repair of a
wooden platform bridge on Mill St.
There is a RFP posted on the town's website
hiips://duxburyvermont.org/

WARNING
TOWN OF BERLIN Second PUBLIC HEARING
September 8, 2022

The legal voters of the Town of Berlin are hergby
warned and notified to meet In the Beriin Town Office
In sald Town on September 8, 2022, at 6p.m, to
discuss and be informed of the following business
related to propsed Town Charter Changes:

§:00 Mesting - Call to Order
6:01 Addition or Changas to Agenda

6:02 Public Commant

8:05 Article 1: Local Oplion Tax

On page 2 Addition of paragraphs as follows:

) Upor resolution of the sefeclboard, or upan recaipl of a.
pebilon signed by fiva percant of he registored votars of the town. af an
annual or special meeling wamed for (he purposs, the volers of pia
e may vote, by @ majorly of ihoso prsent and voling, (0 assess any
orall of Ihe following:

1} A one percent sales lax
2) A cne percenl moms fax
3) A one percent meala and alcohol beveraga tax

(dzy Alaximposed under the authoriy of this section shall be collecied
and administered by the department of taxes in accordanca it 34
VSA seclion 138,

{43) Revenues recaived Inrough the imposition of a tax imposed undar
this'seclion shall be designated for capilal projacts wilnin the toan,

6:20 Arlicto 2: Electod to Appolnied Clerk
Under Subchapter 4 seclion 4-2 Elected Officers:
tem (2} Town Clerk, Removal of *a Town Clark for a larm of
three years™
Undor subschanter 4 secton 44 Appainted Offcers:
Sectian (b) addilion of ilom (5) Town Clork

8135 Articla 3: Addition of personal property/Inventory taxation
walver,

Under subchapler 7 seclion 7-3 addion of:
Fenally for Delinquent Inslaliments add fallowing and Personat
Propertyiinvenlory taxation,

Add paragraph () When the tolal assessed value of
parsanal propertyfinventary laxation s equal to or less than
$1650.00, Lha Town Tresuror may, afler approval of the

, waive the personal taxalion,

6:50 Round Tablo
7:00 Adjourn
Timos are advisory only

Topic: Second Public Heari:? for Charter Changa
Time: Sep 8, 2022, 06:00 PM Fas(am Time (% and Canada)

Join Zoom Mesting
htips:flus02web.zoom ig2VXp: d1F
POCHAVITUT 09

Meeting ID: 891 2273 6663
Passcade: 752794

Ona iap mobile
13126266799, 891227366634,,,'752794% US (Crucaé;u)
+16465588656,,89122736663#,...752794# US (Nw York)

Dial by your focalion
+1646 558 8656 US (New York)
+1646 831 3860 US

PUBLIC NOTICE
PROPOSED PEST CONTROL MEASURES

Tha Vermont Departmont of Foresls, Parks and Recrealion proposes to
conduct vegetals (o control live invasiva planis.
0 State Farast and Parks Lands in the CC Pulnam Stale Foros)
Slowa and tha Lang Trail Sialo Forest in Johnson VT, Herticidas il bo
appiiod sefeclively 1o cut stumps, slema or foliage. Trealmanls wit
otcur batwaan Sib/22 i

Finp THE RIGHT JOB For you,

e nanee b voxrezeinn

o Thsgilis

WARNING
TOWN OF BERLIN first pUBlLIC HEARING
September 1, 2022

The legal voters of the Town of Berlin are hereb
warned and notified to meet in the Beriin Town Office
in sald Town on September 1, 2022, at 6p.m, to
discuss and be informed of the followlng busingss
related to propsed Town Charter Changes:

600 Meeling - Call lo Order

6:01 Addition or Changes to Agenda
02 Public Commenl

6:05 Anticle 1: Local Opiion Tax
On page 2 Addifion of paragraphs as folows:

() Upon resolution Bof the seleclboard, or upan receipt of a
petilion signed by five parcont of the registered voters of tha town, Al an
annual or special meeling wamed for (o pumosa, the volers of [hg
town may yote, by @ majorly of oso present and voting, to assess any
or all of he following:

1) Aone parcent sales tax
2} A one percant rooma tax
Y (3)Aone percent meals and alcahol beverage fax

{d2)A lax imposed under the aulharity of Whis seclion shall be coliected
and adminislared by the deparimant of taxes in accordance with 24
VSA section 138,

{d3) Ravanues recaived thraugh he imposilian of a tax imposed under
this'sacton shall ba dosignated for capital projacts wiltin the teh

6:20 Artlcle 2: Elocted to Appolnted Clerk
Under Subchaptar 4 section 4-2 Elected Officers:
llem (2) Town Clerk, Remaval of “a Town Clark for a term of

three years®

Undor subschapler 4 seclion 4-4 Appointed Officers:
Seclion {b) addition of ilem (5) Town Clark

§:35 Articlo 3: Addition of parsonal propartyAnventory taxation
waiver,

Undar subchapler 7 saction 7-3 addition of:
Penaly for Delinguent installmans add taliowing and Persanal
Propertylinvenlory taxalion.

Acd paragraph {6} When na tolal assessed value of
personal praperlyfinvenlory laxation iz equal o or less than
$1850.00, tha Town Trasurer may, aftor approval of tho

, waive the personal taxation,

6:50 Round Table
7:00 Adjourn
Times aro advlsary only

Topic: Special Meeting for Charter Change
Time: Sap 1, 2022, 08100 PU £ aatern Time (US and Canada)

Join Zoom Meeling
hitps#us62web. zoom. USY876151381467pwd=QIUSa2V6Qng2dTA2QU
XVMHBZMKFx 2209

Meoting ID: 876 1513 8146
Passcode: 826050

One lap mobile
+16465588656,,676151381464,

8260508 US (New York)
+16469313860,87615138146#,,,,*B260504 US

Dial by your tocalion
+1646 558 8656 US (Now York)
+1646 831 38650 US

PETS « AUCTIONS « REAL ESTATE

WHEELS « FOR SALE

Request for Bids
Worcester Fire Dept, Floor Renovation
Due Friday September 30, 2022

Purpose: The Toun of Worcaster seeks to enter into a conlract to
ranovats a portion of the Fire Dept.s fioor.

Scope of Work: Pravide ai labor, materials, and equipment necessary
0 parform all e o lhe engineer's raport ocaled tho

lown web page wortoslervi.ong

e i ion Sl lacemen
e i ion i

Tha Town of Worcester has tha option to rejact all proposala;
Rejaction of any orall propasals submitted in rosponse 1o ihva REP, The
kown shafl not be liabia for any cosls by any vendor in responding to (his

Schedule: Work should slart somatime wilhin the noxt 12 months.

Submission Requirements:

+ Detailed of services.

nd estimate of total cost for performing the

cas,

lovan! profects, including names and phone

numbers of refercncas,

* Prockof insurances, Vondar musl maintain both General Liabiity
and Workman's Compensation Insurance during the course of
agreement, The successful vendar will provida proof of nsrants

o,

botore work wil commence, -
Submilsslons aro dus by Friday Soptember 30, 2022
For Farther Information, Sight Visi or Proposai Inquias: Refer to
Roger Strobridge, n@lairgoinl.nat of refer to tha engincer's
assassment above.

worn:u Submittal: Please submit al closed proposals and any
refaled in‘ormation lo:

Worceater Selectboard—Floar Bids
20 Worceater Vilage Road - .0, Box 161
Worcesier, VT 05682
mail to worceslertclerk @ comeast,net

Or vl
Attach bid as a o sublect: floor
Al submiitals must be received by: September 30, 2022

MIDDLESEX SELECT BOARD
NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING

Tho Middiasox Sefect Board wil hold a public hearing et 5:00 PM,
Tuesday, Soptember 20, 2022, in Middasex Town Hall and by Zgom to
seek comments on the Updale of he Middiesex Land Use and
Deseiopment Raguiations prosanted to tha Selact Board an August 2,
2022. This nolice s issued pursuant to 24 VSA §§ 4441{a) and 3444

Participation via Zoom is available using the link below:

Joln Zoom Meetin,
hitps://usd2web zoo m_ldas;ssoszs

Meeting ID; 739 238 0675
One tap mobile OR 190 71 5-8592

STATEMENT OF PURPOSE
he current Land Use & Davelopmenl Reﬁulah‘ons wers lasi updated

;nd | amended in 2007 {wih some minord changes mada in 2013 and
017,) Tt mada g it

er th and furlher
1ha goals and policies contained in the Middlesex Town Plan; raducs
regulalory hamiers toward the creation and availability of safe and
akiordabla housing; and be compalible with ha proposed fulura land

GEOGRAPHIC AREAS AFFECTED
Alaraas of M.ddlesex are affecied.
TABLE OF CONTENTS

Adticto 1. Purposa & Authorily
Aslicie 2. Zoning Disisels

Articie 3. General Regulalions
Articto 4. Speciic Use Slandards
Ardicla 5. Development Review
Article 6. Subdivision Review

icle 7, Adminislralion & Enforcement
Appendix 1, Dofinitions

FULL TEXT MAY BE EXAMINED:
Middigsex Town Clarks Office - 5 Church St., Middlasex, VT

i
Here s a link to the draf lhat was presented to the Seleciboard on
Augual 2, 2022

mi rmont.or 0t l -2:20228e-
I niy lation:
Hero s a ik o Iha proposed updated Zoning Map: )

y Y
{iewusp=sharng

For further in‘ormalion, pleaso contact Town Clerk Sarah Merriman at
802:223-5915 or by emaling: clerk@middiesexvernant.org.

Dated: AUGUST 22, 2022, in Middlesex, Vermant

THE MIDDLESEX SELECT BOARD

Find your answers

in the Times Argus %
Marketplace - in print, 5559’33?0.
online and e-paper! |

Go to www.timesargus.com

06 Civic, Runs reat, 34

k miles. Call Jim

or call 802-479-0191.

e s e eeres e



TOWN OF BERLIN, VERMONT
Washington County

Selectboard: Municipal Offices

Brad Towne, Chair ‘ ) 108 Shed Road

Florence Smith, Vice Chair ‘ Berlin, Vermont 05602
Carl Parton, Secretary Telephone: 802-223-4405

Joe Staab . Fax: 802-229-9530
C. David Sawyer :

Vince Conti
Town Administrator

Notice to Residents of the Town of Berlin

On October 20th, the Berlin Selectboard will be holding an in person only regular selecfboard_
meeting from 6-630pm followed immediately by an open forum for the resident public to meet ‘
the board, the new staff, and discuss town issues with them from 630-8:30pm at the Capital City
Grange Hall located on Route 12.

~ The Selectboard is looking forward to meet and hear from many of you so please come and
participate in the conversation with your selectboard. Refreshments will be available.

OPEN PUBLIC FORUM MEETING AGENDA
6:30 Public Forum-Call to Order
6:31 Introduction of new Town Staff
6:35 Introduction of each Board and Commission (Each Rep. to say a few words)
6:55 Open the floor to residents for discussion and feedback on:
Town Vision

Fire Department Merger -

Town Office Building requirements as we grow
Highway Garage needs

Police Department growth

Overall Town development and Growth opportunities
Connection of CYMC to Berlin Municipal Water
Addition of a 600,000Gal Fire Protection Storage Tank
Completion of Scott Hill Road Water Loop

Addition of additional Water Source Well

Connection of Berlin Corners to Municipal Wastewater system
Construction of Riverton Community Wastewater system
Construction of Berlin Common Recreation Path
Construction of Fisher Road Diet study recommendations
Procurement of land to establish “Berlin Park”
Proposed Charter Changes

¢ Any other resident concerns or comments

8:19 Close open floor discussion
8:20 Board Roundtable
8:25 Final word from the board
8:30 Adjourn
Times are advisory only.

@ @ & & o e & © & o o o o ® o




Town of Berlin
Municipal Office Building
108 Shed Road
Berlin, VT 05602

Public Forum Meeting

Thursday, October 20,2022
6:30 PM

Anne Donahuye; Kay Nuissl; Mark Laperle; Josh Walker; Theron Lay-Sleeper, Brian Grearson; Bruce
Richardson; Ron Lyon; Racheal Giroux, Town Clerk; Chelsea Maguire, Assistant Town Clerk; Callie
Streeter, Assistant Town Treasurer. Not Present: C. David Sawyer

APPROVED MINUTES
L2 VED MINUTES

Berlin Selectboard meetings are recorded and available at ORCA Media for public review:
' i// QI edia, cries/berlin-selectboard

Meeting Call to Order

Chair Towne called the meeting to order at 6:30pm.

Introduction of New Town Staff
Chair Towne introduced Rachel Giroux as our new Town Clerk. Rachel introduced her Assistant, Chelsea
Maguire. Chair Towne introduced the new Assistant Treasurer Callie Streeter.

Public Works Board — Rob Allen is the chair, Ted Long, Ture Nelson, and Bob Mungeon are members of
the board. They are looking for another member. Tom Badowski is a part time assistant to the board.
Public works is water and sewer in Berlin, There is a 425 ;000 Gallon tank at the Dodge Farm. There are

Hut and is pumped to Montpelier for treatment,
Conservation Commission — Tom Willard, Wendy Bowles, Phil Gentilly, Ellen Sulick, and Sister Lauren

are members. The conservation commission is also looking for members, Conservation comtnission is



commission of the year by the state previously. They have conserved about 800 acres. There was a

of Berlin Pond. The conservation commission ig looking at purchasing land
owned by the Crandall’s as land they want to preserve. The Crandall family has first right of refusal, and
they are working on this to be able to purchase it,
Recreation Committee — Tim Shea, Hannah Connor, Jeff Farrell, Kristin Zabrinski, and Mike Noyes. The

was one of the best the state has seen.

area. This includes the new town center and a ¥ mile radius around it. This allows developers, especially
those doing housing tax credits and support with Act 250 requirements, The community was approved to
be included in the Community Visit Program through Rura] development. This will be an opportunity for
People to come together to discuss projects in the community going forward. There Wwas a question about
affordable housing and if that was included. The newest development will have some affordable housing
along with a town green, shopping and restaurants, Tom Willard would like ys to not forget the four
corners area and protecting the historical aspect of the area. Tom Badowski stated that in 2018 the was a
village center designation and one was the four corners area, the other is in the village of Riverton, This
opens for more tax credits and grants for improvement, There is a struggle to find people to do the work,
With the town center the area they are developing is a parking lot, Tony stated that four corners work
would be great to bring up with the Community visit program.

The fire department has 27 volunteers who work in the community. The concern is daytime coverage, as
there are only a few people who can leave work early or are semi-retired to answer calls during the day.
Joe is not sure if merger is the right term for this discussion. The fire department needs to grow. The fire
department has 6 to § people from Norwich, members who are completing fire 1, there are 7 who are EMS
I and 13 who have a lower EMS certification, In the last 6months there was three structure fires in West
Berlin. It takes 13-15 minutes for the department to have a fire truck on the road headed to 3 fire call. At



these; they currently do not, and funding comes from the Grand List.

Town Office Building Requirements as we grow-

Police Department Growth

Chief Pontbriand discussed the department when he came, officers who did not have certifications without
restrictions and the department was not fully staffed. The department is currently fully staffed with all
officers at a level three certification, The police department hag gone through a great deal of reform,
mostly internal reform on brocesses, software, and training. The Good Samaritan Haven and The Hilltop
have increased the cal] volume significantly the police department. The chief spoke of the facilities and
they are in need of a new facility to keep up with growth and requirements by the state. There was a
qQuestion about the state police being a help. The chief stated it has made more work for them as there is
confusion about Berlin police and the state police. Berlin police are getting questions that are state police
matters as well as receiving mail for the state police. The state police are also not fully staffed and have not

question about the police department being in the new town center, the chief would like to see, if possible,
to be attached or adjacent to the fire department as a public safety building, The fire department is
currently on leased land and instead of buying the 2-acre parcel from the school they continued to lease the
land. Even though there are 2900 residents they daytime traffic of people in Berlin increases the cal]

Overall Town Develo ment Opportunities
=== evelopment Opportunities




tank is removed, it would not affect the hydrants being served by that tank. Montpelier has a line to the
hospital and would this effect Berlin’s water. If CVMC disconnected from Montpelier that line would be
closed off. There was a question about the water System supporting the hospital. There may be a need for
a 5% well. The town does add some chlorine to the water and Berlin would not have to do any additional
testing for the hospital, There was a question about the Berlin wel] System and private wells in the area

struggling. Tom stated we are in a drought and that does have an effect of the wells.

Addition of the 600 00-fire protection storage tank
TR tlire protection storage tank

Additional Water Source Well
«ddltional Water Source Well

If the town is adding another tank, they would need to drill an additional well, They would go to
consulting to determine the bets place to drill the well, When the wells were originally drilled that was the
best location for them. A new well may not be right there but would be closer to the other 4 wells 80 water
did not need to be pumped. '

Connection of Berlin Corners to Municipal Wastewater

Construction of Riverton Communj Wastewater
= —lverton Community Wastewater

This would be an onsite wastewater project and would include multiple houses. There has beena.
feasibility study pleted. This would be a collection system and jt would need to be pumped. This
would serve 15-16 homes and co i

Constrﬁction of the Berlin Common Recreation Path, ,
The town is looking at a Recreation Path around the new Town Center. A report coming out will show
costs of the project. The planning commission is looking at this in Segments. This project grant funding is



Construction of the Fisher Road Dye Stud
~==—anelon ol 1he Tisher Road Dye Study

There is a scoping study being done to look at safety for pedestrians and bicycles on Fisher Road. On the
25" there will be a zoom meeting to present different alternatives to the town. The meeting is at the
Chamber of Commerce building at 6pm. There are around 12,000 vehicles on Fisher Road for a traffic
count. The road is currently not very pedestrian friendly. \

Procurement of Land to establish A Berlin Park
.

There was recently a application to the planning commission to work with the town of Berlin to share some
land to create Recreation opportunities. This is in the planning phase and the location of the land cannot be
shared at this time. This is specifically for a park and trail network. This isnot in the new town center.

Historical Society

Corrine shared information about the Historical Society. The historical society is located in the town
office. Though the pandemic slowed work in the historical society things are picking back up. Thereis a
program coming up on November 12, There is a great deal of information in the historical society and if
anyone has information to share with the historical society that would be great. There will be a display at
Town Meeting the Saturday before Town Meeting. :

Proposed Charter Changes

implementing this tax for all towns. This would pool the money for those towns to use, If towns already
have a local options tax would be able to keep the funds. .

The next article is about the elected to appointed clerk. This would make the town clerk position an
appointed position by the selectboard. There are other towns that are appointed now. With an election you
are restricted to people who live in the town of Berlin. If it is appointed, it allows the town to look at
people outside of town. This does not give the selectboard more control, the town clerk is still separate
from the selectboard. Tt will give the town a broader selection to pick from. It would still be a three-year
term.

Roundtable :

* Smith wanted to check on the status of the Lovers Lane bridge. Conti spoke with a gentleman from the
state, and it has passed through legislation. The study may happen this year, but it could take 3-5 years to
finish the project. Conti will check in Quarterly for status updates.

Executive Session
None

Staab made a motion to adjourn. Smith Seconded - Motion Carries.
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WASHINGTON 1 o ‘NOVEMBER 8, 2022
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* Use BLACK Pen to fill in the oval. DO NOT USE PENCIL.

s Tovote for a person whose name is printed on the ballot, fill in the oval to the right of the name of th

* Tovote for a person whose name is not printed on the ballot, write his or her name in the blank spa
oval to the right of the write-in line. :
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property/inventory taxation is equal to
or less than $1650.00, the Town
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Election GENERAL ELECTION

Town

District
Name on Ballot Party Town of Residence Vote Cast
() M nof more than

ZACHARY COCKRUM DEMOCRATIC BERLIN 632
ROBERT "JOEY" CONNER DEMOCRATIC BERLIN 628
MATTHEW LEVIN DEMOCRATIC BERLIN 641
MARILYN MILLER REPUBLICAN BERLIN 602
MARGARET MONLEY DEMOCRATIC BERTIN 621
MURIEL MORSE - DEMOCRATIC BERLIN 686
COLETTE PAGE REPUBLICAN BERLIN 573
GUY PAGE REPUBLICAN — BERLIN 591
SUSAN RICH REPUBEICAN BERLIN 617
JUDITH WERNECKE L REPUBLICAN BERLIN 587
TOTAL WRITE IN COUNTS _ 13

OTHER WRITE IN COUNTS 13
OVERVOTES

556
NO 627
OVERVOTES 0

BLANK VOTES

11/10/2022

108 SHED RD, BERLIN, VT, 05602
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Election (GENERAL ELECTION
' District

Name on Ballot Town of Residence Vote Cast
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[ () ) OR H Y 165004 H [) ! RER R APPRO ()
BOARD HE PERSQ PROPER OR 0
-|YES ' _ - 784
NO . ' . , 354
OVERVOTES '
BLANK VOTES

11/10/2022 ‘ 108 SHED RD, BERLIN, VT, 05602 Page 3 of 3




b = enElPY NOA U0 ‘Buiylewos PUEBIsIspun jou op nof 4]
"diay 104 fejoyyo uonosje Aue o yiep0 umoy inoxk

se ‘Bunon spym ddueysisse pasy o ‘suonsenb Aue dABY noA
‘nof anias o3 ®I3Y aie aoeyd Bujjjod 8y} 3e sjeroy 0 uonoelg ay

‘PUBSS ued sisubieduies SI8ym Joj saini siqeuoses, 188 JIm 12010
Buipisaid SYL spisino spod A} woy Aeme 9q 0} psauy sisubiedwes
18U} 199 Jo Jaquinu Aue Kioads LON seop jnq sogd Buljjod e uiypm
ubredwes Jouyes uosiad e jey; Sapinosd me uowusp -sogid Buyjjod
€ 4010 10 oy Bujob 48]0A B JO s353160,d 31 Yum asspieu) Jo Bpuly e
©Iepipued e Joj sj0A 0} Uosiad e alepiwnur 4o ‘Usjeauy ‘squgelayy .
SIBJ0A Jayjo qunysip M jey) jsuuew e Ui szijeoog .
"©joA o Aupiqibye S,uosJiad
484joue 10 umo inok Inoge Auoyne I!AIS 40 pieoq ay; pesisiy .
: 'SUMO} Jusseyp
Ul 10 umoy swes sy Ul Jsyte *uonosis Jad souo UBL} alow sj0p

-LON Od--ONIMOT104 JHL SLIgIHO¥Nd MV 3HL

Hlleg ubiH - yueyg 8bpnr jueysissy (s)empejussaidey slelg.
\AmEot,q sejelg abpnp 9leqoud

U4 =23 ANasny

[BIdusg Asuiopy
(s)ioreusg ®8lS  spunoooy jo Joyipny -

i VO IIMUSIUOE AG B|gR)leAR ﬂo:mnv
uoncsis ay; siogeq shep g1 3y Ul S3ussqe/fies Bunoa jo spoyey

“AODJUOWISATAD 93 duljuo Bulob 1o soyyo SH810 umoy ay} bupisia
Aq Ajres 1035160, 9Seald ‘uoposye sy jo Aep su3 uo sj0n 0} 18381601 0} 9jqe

2202 ‘61 1aqopoQ ‘Aepsaupap, -d41s0d SL1OTvE F1dvs

"©J0A 01 ue3s1Ba1 3snW nok uau} 31 uo jou st swiey nof
il 220z ‘s 19q0300 ‘Aepung Aq soio SAU8I0 umoj je psjsod LSIDIo3HD

‘Bunum uy 10 uosJtad ur nof 10} sjojieq 3senbay ues uosiad

.umw:o.t:m uy .>omucoEg.w>.m>E e efey 1330 AN 1nok uo Jo ‘suoydasje)
Aq ‘Bunum Ul ‘uosiad u Siojieq Ajes ysenbs; yes lequisw Ajwey e jo NoA

(uonosye 0} Joud sasojo 99ly40 awn pye ajep) , (umoy)

MIOEE @ LT LIV *UTury

Pe1senbal aq uep lolleq e jserg
Siolieq ssjussqe/Aes Isenbai ues noy -$1071vg 331N3ISay Jo ATdv3

‘PayqIyeIg

iddey Buiureyqo pue Buinsin

d pue ‘Ausdosd Bunosyosd

uuinboe ‘Aueqy pue ay mc_un&m.u pue Buihofus 84} e yorym jsbuowe ‘s1ybu S|qeusyjeun pue uassyu ‘leinjeu ujepss 9ARY pue
~Emucma.w_uc._ bue say Ajenbs uioqg aie suossad i 3ey [psyqiyosd SPNJIATSS PaInuspur pue Kangjs “SIYBL jesnyey 419y} ‘931 uloq suosiad vl L oIy

S18)S Jo Miejarvag 10UIBAGD) JueUsNaq Snjejussaidey ‘g
Iainsesy) sjeyg lojeusg ‘gn

0} pue uonnysucs Juowriap ay; oy 3uswpuswe 30 stesodoud om; uo ej0n 01°220Z ‘g 19qwenoN ‘Avagsan L uo pjay aq ium uonos|g jessuar dpimage;s v

191D (315 10) umoy,
R Y ‘

‘1e pajeso| aseys |




